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August  2009! 
 

Kia ora  everyone, and welcome to the first SLIANZ newsletter for the 

2009-2010 year ! 

 

The SLIANZ conference was only last month, and the new SLIANZ 

committee were confirmed at the same time .  Sadly we no longer have 

Micky or Judith on board  as committee members , but  instead we 

welcome  Shiz Sameshima (Auckland) , Kelly Hodgins (Auckland), and 

Phillipa Caradus (Christchurch).  The rest of the committee has 

remained the same since last year.  Po rtfolio responsibilities will be 

announc ed further on in this newsletter . 

 

Please also note that the 2010 Conference will be in Christchurch at the 

beginning of July next year.  

 

Additionally, please  send  any contribut ions or ideas  to: 

newsletter@slianz.org.nz . 

 

The next contributions deadline is the 31st of 

October  2009.  Please also advise if we need 

to add people to our newsletter email  list. 

 

Many thanks to those who have contributed 

to  this latest edition .  Iõd also like to make a 

special mention of Kelly Hodgins who 

provided  most of the conference 

photographs , and Alan whose photographs I 

gratefully pinched when he wasnõt looking.  

Lastly, and as always,  thank  you  to  George  

for her continued assistance wit h editing  the 

final draft s!  Kelly Hodgins  will assist with this 

too,  from now on.  

    

Take care  

Bridgette Strid  

 

 

 

 

 2009 ð 2010 SLIANZ Committee:  

Phillipa Caradus, Bridgette Strid, James Bichan,Shiz Sameshima, Delys 

Magill, Tania Davidson, Lynnley Pitcher, Kelly Hodgins, & George Major 

(inset)  
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Presidentõs Report 
Delys Magill  

 

Post-conference momentum is still with us, thanks once again for all the 

work put in by the Wellington o rganising team.  Iõm sure weõre all looking 

forward to Conference 2010 in Christchurch. Thank you all for your 

conference feedback.  Some of the suggestions have been taken on 

board and will be passed on.  

 

The new committee held their face -face meeting in  Auckland from the 

14th ð 16th of August.  This allowed us time to get to know each other and  

to  put together a work plan for the year.   

 

Lynnley and I are heading to the ASLIA National Conference on the 21 st 

of August.  While there, we will be meeting wi th our ASLIA counterparts 

and George as WASLI Rep, to discuss how we can work together to 

support the ongoing costs of WASLI projects and representation.  Kelly  

Hodgins, Tania Davidson and Rachel McKee  will also attend  the 

conference , so New Zealand  will b e well represented.  

 

Iõve also decided to kick off the fundraising organisation in our area: 

 

For tho se of you  in Auckland on the 8th of October, there will be a 

fundraiser at the Christmas Heirloom Company, 204 Marua Road , 

Ellerslie.  $10/person , with d rinks and nibbles provided.  Come along and 

learn how to dress a Christmas tree like the professionals, and then shop  

onsite  with a  10% discount.  More info rmation  to come, but just email me 

for a ticket.  

 

All money from ticket sales will go  to SLIANZ.  Where it will be used , 

however,  is yet to be decided.  

 

Have a good month everyone, spring is coming!!  I have daffodils in my 

garden.  

 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

The Sign Language Inter preters 

Association of New Zealand (SLIANZ 

Inc.) is a national professional 

organisation which represents and    

advances the profession by 

informing members and consumers 

and promoting high standards of 

practice and integrity in the 

profession. SLIANZ recognises New 

Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) as 

the indigenous language of the NZ 

Deaf community and respects the 

diversity of communication modes 

and cultures of consumers of 

interpreting services.  

____________________________________________ 
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Committee Member P ortfolio  

Responsibilities   
 

Below is a list of committee members and their portfolios 

(responsibiliti es) whilst on the 2009 -2010 SLIANZ committee.  We are 

also fortunate to be receiving additional support from other 

members of SLIANZ, whom are not cur rently serving on the 

committee, for example Debbie Lynch who has been co -opted as 

the minute -taker.  

 

 

Delys Magill (Auckland)  

PRESIDENT  

Portfolios: Publicity/ Liaison, Working Conditions  

Delys has returned for her  2nd  year as  the  SLIANZ President. 

 

 

 

Shiz Sameshima (Auckland)  

SECRETARY  

Portfolio: Professional Development  

Shiz has returned to the committ ee this year, for a 1 year term as the 

SLIANZ Secretary.  She has been a committee member on previous 

occasions . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynnley Pitcher (Auckland)  

TREASURER  

Portfolios: Membership, Directory, Website (Supervisory), Working 

Conditions  

Lynnley is based in Auckland, and has just begun her  2nd  (2 year) term 

as the SLIANZ Treasurer. 

 

 

 

 

 

George Major (Sydney)  

AUSTRALASIA & OCEANIA WASLI REPRESENTATIVE 

Portfolios: WASLI Rep, Newsletter support  

 

Georgeõs role on the committee is mainly as the WASLI representative 

for this region.  WASLI is the World Association of Sign Language 

Interpreters ( www.wasli.org ).  George is more than happy to respond to 

any email ed  queries about her role: austoeania@wasli.org   

 

http://www.wasli.org/
mailto:austoeania@wasli.org
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Bridgette Strid (Wellington)  

COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Portfolios: Newsletter, Working Conditions  

Bridgette has returned for her 2 nd  year of a 2 year term on the 

committee.  

 

 

 

James Bichan (Auckland)  

COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Portfolios: Website , PD, Complaints, Fundraising  

James has returned for his 2 nd  year of a 2 year term on the committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tania Davidson (Whangarei)  

COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Portfolios:  Publicity/ Liaison  

Tania is has just begun her  2nd  (2 year) term on the  committee . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phillipa Caradus (Christchurch)  

COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Portfolios: Conference 2010  

This is Phillipaõs first time on the SLIANZ committee, and she has just 

begun a  2 year  term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Hodgins (Auckland)  

COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Portfolios: Technology, Complaints, Website , Newsletter  support , 

Photographer  

This is Kellyõs first time on the SLIANZ committee, and she has just begun 

a 2 year term.  

 



 

 

 

Conference 2009  
3 ð 5 July 2009, Wellington  

 

I hope that many will view the recent SLIANZ conference  [and A GM]  as a 

successful event.  We had a record attendance, with up to 82 people registered 

on the Saturday  ð our biggest day.   We were supported by a full and varied 

programme , which begun with a moving p ƺwhiri (delivered in Te Reo MƑori and 

New Zealand Sign Language) on the Friday evening, then followed by a 

stimulating discussion regarding the lack  of trilingual interpreters and  access 

issues for the MƑori Deaf community.  We also had a bit of excitement  before 

lunch on Sunday, as the fire alarm was triggered, thus requiring a full evacuation.  

Fortunately no harm was done, and Alan even had his photo taken  in front of the 

fire appliance!  

 

Our keynote presenters were Dr Chris Ston e (hearing), Robert Adam (Deaf)  and , 

Jeff McWhinney (Deaf), all from England.  They presented on topics ranging from 

Deaf Interpreters in the community (Chris and Robert), Register and Discourse 

Structure (Chris), and a comparison of international approaches to providing 

Video Relay Services (Jeff).  The three keynotes brought with them a wealth of 

knowledge and experience, and contributed greatly to the success of this 

conference.  

We were also fortunate to have a number of other presenters from both New 

Zealand and Australia, Deaf and hearin g, and on a variety of topics.  

 

Further updates were provided regarding the much anticipated Postgraduate 

Diploma in NZSL/ English Interpreting, which will be offered next year, and 

delivered part time over two years.  Application details should be out s hortly, and 

the selection of candidates is expected to be confirmed by early December.  As 

most people will already be aware, this is a qualification offered (normally in 

Auslan /English) by Macquarie University in Sydney, and arrangements have been 

made to  deliver this via Victoria University in Wellington, initially as a pilot.  

 

Lastly, thanks go out to all presenters, interpreters, volunteers, and sponsors for 

their contribution to this conference, and to all supporters of the SLIANZ Skills 

Auction on t he Saturday evening.  Special thanks to Micky Vale for all her hard 

work leading up to and during the conference, and also to Rachel McKee, Alan 

Wendt, Harri, Karen Pointon and Lynnley Pitcher, all of whom pitched in 

significant hours to make this conferen ce run smoothly.  

 

Thanks to New Zealand Relay, Wellington City Council, and iSign for their 

sponsorship, the Marae staff at Te Herenga Waka Marae, Bex Lintoff from 

Huckleberry, and finally to Caffe LõAffare for their generous provision of coffee. 

 

Bridgette Strid

Dr Chris Stone & Robert Adam  

SLIANZ 2009 Conference ð group photo  

Jeff McWhinney  

Susan Emerson (Australia) , George 

Major  (Austoceania WASLI Rep) , 

Cynthia Cave  (Australia) , Lynnley 

Pitcher  (SLIANZ Treasurer) 

2008 ð 2008 SLIANZ Committee  

Stephanie Awheto, Karen 

Pointon, Patrick Thompson  


