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May 2009! 
 

Kia ora! 

 

This will be the last edition, prior to the 2009 SLIANZ Conference and 

AGM ð both of which will take place at Victoria University of Wellington ð 

in July. 

 

A warm welcome to our new SLIANZ members, for the 2009-2010 

membership year, and also to those who are familiar faces. 

 

The committee is keeping busy with conference planning, updating of 

the membership and directory, organising upcoming professional 

development activities, and the various networking roles that we have 

undertaken... as well as life in general! 

 

Please remember to send any contributions or ideas (i.e. updates, 

articles, upcoming events, interpreter news, photographs, reviews, 

suggestions, etc), to: newsletter@slianz.org.nz. 

The next contributions deadline is the 2nd of August 2009.  Please also 

advise if we need to add people to our newsletter email list. 

 

Many thanks to those who have contributed to this edition of the 

newsletter.  And, as always, special thanks to both Micky and George 

for their assistance with editing the final drafts! 

 

Take care. 

 

See you in July ð at the conference! 

Bridgett e Strid

http://www.joe-ks.com/archives_oct2006/HandFace.htm 

 

mailto:newsletter@slianz.org.nz
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NZSL Week ð a Wellington perspective 
4-10 May 2009 

 

NZSL Week was a rather big and exciting affair this year.  With all sorts of 

activities and events planned throughout the country, I imagine it also 

kept a lot of people quite busy! 

 

Wellington hosted its own launch of the week, which followed launches 

in both Auckland and Christchurch.  Throughout the week, the WFD 

(World Federation of the Deaf) Board accompanied the NZ Deaf 

community at various events. 

 

Events included the launch of NZSL DVDs, of the United Natio ns 

Conventio n for the Rights of  People with Disabilities  (UNCRPD), and the 

NZ Disability Strategy ... which unfortunately I missed, as I was witnessing 

Ricki Pointon teaching NZSL to colleagues at my local Fire Station! ð (as 

one of the many NZSL ôtasterõ classes, organised by Deaf Aotearoa NZ 

and, delivered by NZSL tutors throughout the country). 

 

The NZ Deaf [Short] Film Festival ran for a period of 3 days, and we were 

also privy to a selection of short and feature length international films.  

On Saturday we watched the NZ films ð which had been assessed and 

voted on by 4 judges, and we also had the opportunity to vote for the 

ôAudience Choice Awardõ. 

 

òThe Compostó (directed by Brent McPherson) won best overall film.  òA 

Fishy Taleó (directed by Pollyanna Ferguson) was Runner Up best film, 

and also won the Audience Choice award.  A variety of other awards 

were given out, in addition to these. 

 

The other great event was the repeat performance of òWords Apartó, 

put on by Odd Socks Productions.  This took on a Romeo and Juliet 

themed storyline, with òDeafó and òhearingó as the main protagonists. 

 

Bridgette Strid  

 

 

 

TLC ð Celebrating NZSL Week 
The Learning Connexion ð Taita 

 

From May 4th-10th we joined in the celebration of New Zealand Sign 

Language week! We decided to honour the occasion by profiling one 

of our deaf students, Rosie Solouota, and her involvement in this yearõs 

Deaf Film Festival. It was just one of the events going on for NZ Sign 

Language week around the country. 

 

The Learning Connexionõs Rosie Solouota (Stage 1 student) is proud 

actor, director and producer of horror film òDark Nightó which was 

accepted for the film festival! In fact, her film has gained her a 

nomination for the award of best editor. In her film, two girls find out that 

one of their mothers is a vampire. Now they are forced to face her. You 

can watch an interview with Rosie on our You Tube channel 

http://www.youtube.com/user/LearningConnexion 

 

Still frame  from òDark Nightó, Rosie 

Solouotaõs film in the NZ Deaf Short Film 

Festival, May 2009  

Ricki Pointon, Bridgette Strid, Dave Meikle (Deputy 

Chie f Fire Officer , Tawa Volunteer Fire Brigade).  

Photograph from Northern Courier article, by 

Chrys Ayley 

(http://www.pcn.c o.nz/northerncourier/onlinevers

ions/NTCA130509AWeb118.pdf ) 

http://www.youtube.com/user/LearningConnexion
http://www.pcn.co.nz/northerncourier/onlineversions/NTCA130509AWeb118.pdf
http://www.pcn.co.nz/northerncourier/onlineversions/NTCA130509AWeb118.pdf
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The Learning Connexion is extremely proud of Rosie and her recent 

achievements. Rosie is a student on TLCõs Deaf Programme. She highly 

recommends this programme to others and would love to see more 

Deaf and hearing impaired people joining up to study at TLC. The Deaf 

programme provides a full time communicator and support in the 

classes for Deaf and hearing impaired students. For those who want to 

study from home, the Deaf Programme offers captioned course DVDs, 

and notes that are adapted to suit a visual style of learning. 

 

Visit the TLC website http://tlc.ac.nz for any information you might need. 

If you have any questions about this course, or you would like to check 

out our onsite facilities at Taita, please contact Ann Eves on 

a.eves@tlc.ac.nz 

Please note - Rosieõs film will be posted up on our Youtube channel after 

the Film Festival. 

 

Ann Eves 

Deaf Programme  

The Learning Connexion  

 
 

SLIANZ Draft Conference Programme 
 

 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND AGM 

Victoria University, Wellington 

Fri 3rd - Sun 5th July 2009 

ñInterpreting in Specialist Settingsò 

Draft Programme 
 

FRIDAY 3rd JULY 

  2:00 ï 3:00 PǾwhiri (Welcome / opening ceremony) 

Te Herenga Waka Marae 

  3:00 ï 3:30 Kapu ti (afternoon tea) 

  3:30 ï 4:00 Registration desk open 

  4:00 ï 6:00 Panel discussion: Interpreters and MǕori 

Deaf People 

Stephanie Awheto, 

Tania Simon,  

Karen Pointon,  

other panellists tbc. 

http://tlc.ac.nz/
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SATURDAY 4th JULY 

 8:30 ï 9:00 Registration desk open 

 9:00 ï 9:30 Opening and intro MC 

 9:30 ï 10:30 Keynote presentation: Deaf / hearing 

interpreter partnerships 

Dr. Christopher Stone and 

Robert Adam 

10:30 ï 11:00 Morning tea 

11:00 ï 12:30 Keynote presentation continued  Dr. Christopher Stone and 

Robert Adam 

12:30 ï 1:30 Lunch 

1:30 ï 2:15 Prepared to Understand: interpreting 

in court settings  

Daniel Hanks 

2:15 ï 3:00 TBC: Religious signs David Loving Molloy 

3:00 ï 3:30 Tea break  

3:30 ï 5:00 Roleshift and Beyond Della Goswell 

7:00 ï 12:00 Conference Dinner / Skills Auction (proceeds to WASLI) 

Venue to be confirmed 

 

SUNDAY 5th JULY 

8:30 ï 9:00 Registration desk open 

9:00 ï 10:45 AGM 

10:45 ï 11:00 Morning tea 

11:00 ï 12:15 Video Relay Service: a comparison of 

international approaches 

Jeff McWhinney 

12:15 ï 12:45 Video Relay pilot in NZ: update Chris Blum 

12:45 ï 1:30 Lunch 
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Download a registration form from the SLIANZ 

website (www.slianz.org.nz) 

 

This is our biggest Professional Development 

activity for the year, with lots of opportunities for 

learning and networking.  We have a great line-

up, including a number of overseas presenters. 

NAATI points for ASLIA members. 

Book your flights quick ð get the cheap fares! 

1:30 ï 2:15 Workshop (title to be confirmed) Dr. Christopher Stone 

2:15 ï 3:00 Quality of life and access to interpreters: Is 

there a connection? 

Dr. Marcus Henning 

3:00 ï 3:15 Afternoon tea 

3:15 ï 4:00 Updates  

 AUT Blackboard Shizue Sameshima 

Creating Opportunities Fund 

(ASLIA) 

Susan Emerson 

Postgraduate Diploma in Sign 

Language Interpreting (Macquarie / 

VUW) 

Rachel McKee and 

Della Goswell 

  4:00 ï 4:15 Conference closing and goodbyes 

 

 

 

 

conference@slianz.org.nz     www.slianz.org.nz 

 

 

 

http://www.slianz.org.nz/
mailto:conference@slianz.org.nz
http://www.slianz.org.nz/


 

 

Postgraduate Diploma 
 

   
 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA in  

NZSL/ ENGLISH  INTERPRETING  
 

 

 

This unique qualification will be delivered at Victoria University of Wellington, 

from March 2010 ï Nov 2011. 

 

Expressions of Interest  now open! 

Closing date for EOI: June 1st 2009 

 
APPLICANTS  
 

¶ Should hold the DipSLI from AUT (or NAATI paraprofessional accreditation), and have at least 2 
years interpreting experience. A Bachelors degree is desirable, but professional experience will be 
taken into account and admission decisions are on a case-by-case basis.  

¶ Should be able to complete the NZ-based programme in the two-year period. 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

¶ Part-time over 2 years. Equivalent of two subjects per semester. 

¶ Distance mode delivery - study guides, readings, online contact, and on-campus teaching 
sessions at VUW (3 ï 5 days per subject, per semester).  

¶ Approx 30-40 hours independent study per subject per semester (each semester is 12 weeks 
long).  

¶ Taught by a team of Australian and NZ teachers with a range of expertise  
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¶ NZ funding is now being sought for Study Grants to subsidise fees for all candidates. Further 
details about costs will be available when this funding has been confirmed. Subsidised fees may be 
in the region of $5,000 per student.   

 

CONTENT 

 

Subjects in the programme are as follows:  

 

Year One, 2010 Year Two, 2011 

Interpreting Techniques 

Interpreting Practice 

Linguistics of NZSL 

Discourse Analysis for NZSL 

interpreters 

Sociocultural Studies in Deafness 

Advanced Interpreting 

Interpreting in Legal Settings 

Interpreting in Education Settings 

Interpreting in Medical Settings 

 

BENEFITS  

  

¶ Increased skills and confidence in your interpreting work  

¶ Theory applied to practice: become a more reflective practitioner & mentor  

¶ Extend your knowledge of specialised settings 

¶ Use state of the art digital video lab and range of NZSL texts for each unit  

¶ Get credit for study towards SLIANZ professional development 

¶ Undergraduate degree holders can transfer to the Macquarie Master of Translating & Interpreting  

¶ Opportunities to practice research skills on sign language texts  

 

Student feedback:  
 

 òMy study has had a profound impact on my skills and abilities as a practitioner. This has 

been  achieved through enhanced knowledge and understanding of Auslan and English, 

discourse analysis,  and the interpreting processé The PG Diploma has given me access to 

literature, peer discussion,  and practical experience in a variety of discourse settingséI 

have applied knowledge and skills  learned during the PG Diploma to my work, and I have 

enjoyed grea ter job satisfaction and received  several encouraging remarks from users of 

my service.ó  

 

òOur lecturing team has the best, most supportive academics I've met. I really appreciate 

your  knowledge, flexibility, understanding and friendliness, as well as you r professionalism 

and depth  behind your knowledge. Your feedback is invaluable, and is extensive both 

onsite and in your  marking. THANK YOU!ó  

 

The MQ Auslan/English Interpreting Program convenor, Dr Jemina Napier, received the 2007 

Carrick Institute for Learning & Teaching in Higher Education Award: óFor pioneering and developing 

an innovative research-led program and complementary resources to enhance the learning 

experience of sign language interpreting studentsô. 

 

 

DO IT NOW ï DONôT MISS OUT! 



 

 

Full applications for this course will close Sept-Oct 2009. Date T.B.A. 
 
If you are interested in this exciting opportunity and want to receive further details about 
application, dates, and costs for the course, please send this brief Expression of Interest  by 
post, fax or email to the NZ convenor, by JUNE 1st  

 

Dr Rachel McKee 

School of Linguistics and Applied Language Studies 

Victoria University of Wellington 

PO Box 600, WELLINGTON 6140 

Ph 04 463 5626,  Fax 04 463 5640 

mailto:rachel.mckee@vuw.ac.nz 

 

"                

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

 

Name: 

 

               

 

 

Email address: 

 

               

 

Postal Address: 

 

               

               

 

Phone Number: 

 

               

 

 

Date of DipSLI (or other qual) - year on your Diploma: 

 

               

 

 

Number of years of interpreting experience: 

 

               

 

mailto:rachel.mckee@vuw.ac.nz


 

 

ANC ð ASLIA National Conference 
21 ð 23 August, Melbourne 

 

 

http://www.anc09.com/ 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, as you know the ASLIA National  Conference will be held in Melbourne, 

Victoria from 21 -23 August later this year. Standard registration is now available for 

this conference, with a discount for SLIANZ members ï get in quick as places are filling 

up fast! The draft conference program wil l be released later in May, and we already 

have a fantastic and interesting line up of speakers, with something for everyone!  

 

As part of our commitment to interpreters working in developing countries, the ANC09 

Creating Opportunities  fund has successfull y raised the money required to sponsor 

interpreters from Fiji, Cambodia, Thailand and Uganda to attend the conference. We 

think this will be an excellent opportunity for mutual learning about our profession, and 

extend our thanks to the interpreters who ha ve donated to this effort. If you canôt 

make it over but would like to assist us to host these four interpreters, more 

information is on our website.  

 

For more information on the conference venue and accommodation, the Interpreter 

Trainers Workshop and mor e, see our website: www.anc09.com .  

 

We hope to see you in Melbourne  

 

http://www.anc09.com/
http://www.anc09.com/


 

 

ASLIA Interpreter Trainersõ Workshop 
19 ð 20 August, Melbourne 

 

ASLIA will be hosting their 5th National Interpreter Trainersõ Workshop. 

Have a look at the ASLIA website for more information: 

http://aslia.com.au/ 

 

 

Useful websites 
 

Sign Language Interpreting study award (MoE ð NZ) 

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/SpecialEducation/Caree

rsAndProfessionalDevelopment/SpecialEducationScholarshipsAndStudy

Awards/SignLanguageInterpretingStudyAward.aspx  

 

(òThis section provides information about the Sign Language Interpreting 

study award for 2 010...ó. 

So for those of you who know potential Sign Language interpreters..!) 

 

Working with New Zealand Sign Language Interpreters 

http://www.odi.govt.nz/disability-perspective/resources/nzsl-

interpreters.html 

 

A guide ð developed by SLIANZ ð on behalf of ODI (the Office for 

Disabilities). 

 

New Zealand Sign Language Week 

http://www.nzsign.co.nz/ 

 

This is the main website for NZSL Week.  You will find website addresses 

for a variety of articles and video clips; that were published during or 

after NZSL Week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forms and  

 

 payment  

 

for SLIANZ  

 

Conference  

 

ð due 19 th  

 

June 2009  

http://aslia.com.au/
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/SpecialEducation/CareersAndProfessionalDevelopment/SpecialEducationScholarshipsAndStudyAwards/SignLanguageInterpretingStudyAward.aspx
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/SpecialEducation/CareersAndProfessionalDevelopment/SpecialEducationScholarshipsAndStudyAwards/SignLanguageInterpretingStudyAward.aspx
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/SpecialEducation/CareersAndProfessionalDevelopment/SpecialEducationScholarshipsAndStudyAwards/SignLanguageInterpretingStudyAward.aspx
http://www.odi.govt.nz/disability-perspective/resources/nzsl-interpreters.html
http://www.odi.govt.nz/disability-perspective/resources/nzsl-interpreters.html
http://www.nzsign.co.nz/


 

 

Request ð for Professional Supervision 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4th May 09 

 

 

Nationwide Health and Disability Advocacy Service 

 

Seeking External Professional Supervision 

 

I'm looking for someone who has experience or has a supervision 

qualification.  The requirement is a supervision qualification or 

membership of a professional registration eg: Social worker, 

Certificate in clinical supervision or are member of counseling 

association.  I need someone who is impartial and who works 

outside from the Deaf community but at the same time I need 

someone who has an understanding of the Deaf needs and 

culture. 

 

The role and responsibility as supervisor must be open and 

honest.  Able to give constructive feedback.  Also to be respectful 

of the supervisee and what you can bring to the meeting.  I need 

someone who is able to support me with reflection on my 

professional practice enabling me to enhance my professional 

development. 

 

You can contact me by email: lallen@hdc.org.nz or 

fax 04 570 0856. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Lyneen Allen 

Advocate for Deaf 
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Deaf Netball & Cricket Fundraiser 

 
Dear Interpreters 

 

On behalf of the Deaf Netball Association executive committee, we 

wish to inform you that we are organising a NZ Deaf Netball Team to 

attend the 10th Margo Allen Netball tournament on the 3/4th October 

09.  At present, we are trying to do some fund-raising for the team.  

 

There will be netball training held in Wellington over Queen's Birthday 

weekend.  The NZ Deaf Cricket team will also be training during the 

same weekend, so we've combined together for the social event.  

 

Please come along and support us.  We would love to see the 

awesome interpreters from the Central area to wave for and support us.  

 

Thanks!  

 

Lyneen Allen  

DNANZ President 

 

 
Meet our NZ Deaf Sport Stars! 

Come and  join us at the Deaf Club!  

 

NZ Deaf Netball & NZ Deaf Cricket teams are training in Wellington 

during Queenõs Birthday weekend.  The NZ Deaf Netball team will go to 

Australia in October 2009 ð to play in the Australia Deaf Netball 

Championships.  And the NZ Deaf Cricket team will play in the World 

Deaf Cricket Cup in Auckland, from December 2009 ð January 2010. 

So come and meet the teams! 

 

Saturday 30th May, 7pm 

Wellington Deaf Society clubrooms, 32 Marion Square, Wellington City 

 

$2 door entry. 

Wear black, silver, white for NZ! 

Bring extra $ for raffles & auction to help us! 
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Upcoming Events ð PD 
 

Health & Disability Commissioner (HDC) Workshop 

 

Date: Saturday 13 June 2009 

Time: 10am ð 2pm 

Cost: $30 

Where: Wellington (with Auckland access via video link) 

 

HDC Workshop, run by Lyneen Allen, Deaf Advocate, and Tony Daly, 

Education Manager ð from the Nationwide Health & Disability 

Advocacy Service. 

 

In this workshop, Lyneen and Tony will cover the role of HDC and the 

recent review of the HDC Code and Act.  Following a presentation by 

Lyneen, there will be the opportunity to discuss rights that Deaf people 

have under the Act and Code, and where interpreters fit in. 

 

Unfortunately the Christchurch video conferencing facility was not 

available on this date, but if there is interest we can organise for this 

workshop to be delivered in Christchurch at a later date. 

Wellington address: 

Parent2Parent Office, 8 Gough Street, Seaview (near Petone) 

 

Auckland address: 

CCS Royal Oak, 14 Erson Ave, Royal Oak, Auckland (via video link) 

 

Micky Vale 

SLIANZ Committee 

 

 

Reminder 
SLIANZ Committee positions up for re-election 

 

This is a reminder that, with the SLIANZ conference and AGM not far 

away, a number of committee positions will become vacant or up for 

re-election this year.  Please think about nominating yourself or other full 

members to fill these positions.  There are a variety of interesting 

portfolios / roles to be undertaken by committee members, and this is a 

rewarding way to give back to your profession.  Elections of new 

committee members will take place at the SLIANZ AGM on the 5th of 

July 2009. 

 

Office holding positions up for re-election include SECRETARY and 

TREASURER, along with other COMMITTEE positions. 

 

Please direct any queries to the Secretary, secretary@slianz.org.nz 

 

2008 ð 2009 SLIANZ Committee:  

Tania Davidson, Delys Magill, Micky Vale, Sarah 

Mossman, James Bichan, Lynnley Pitcher, 

Judith Reweti, Bridgette Strid, & George Major 

(inset)  

mailto:secretary@slianz.org.nz
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Dates 

 

May 

30 Deaf Netball & Cricket Fundraiser (Wellington) 

 

June 

1 EOI deadline for Postgraduate Dip in NZSL / English Interpreting 

1 Queenõs Birthday Weekend 

13 SLIANZ Professional Development Workshop - HDC 

(Wellington, Auckland) 

19 Registration deadline ð SLIANZ Conference 2009 

19-21 NZSLTA ð North Island Silent Weekend Camp (RSVP 31 May) 

 

July 

3-5 SLIANZ Conference & AGM (Wellington) 

11-12 NZSTI Conference (Wellington) 

 

August 

2 Deadline for newsletter contributions (Issue #1, for 2009-2010) 

19-20 ASLIA Interpreter Trainersõ Workshop (Melbourne) 

21-23 ANC ð ASLIA National Conference (Melbourne) 

 

 

 

 

 

Delys Magill 

AUCKLAND 

President 
president@slianz.org.nz 
Portfolios: Publicity/ Liaison 

Debbie Lynch 

AUCKLAND 

Secretary (temporarily co-opted) 
secretary@slianz.org.nz 

Lynnley Pitcher  

AUCKLAND 

Treasurer 
treasurer@slianz.org.nz 
Portfolios: Membership, Directory, 

Website 

 

George Major 

SYDNEY 
Australasia & Oceania WASLI 

Representative 
austoceania@wasli.org 

Portfolio: WASLI 

Micky Vale  

WELLINGTON 

Committee Member  
secretary@slianz.org.nz 
Portfolios: Professional Development, NZSL 

Act Implementation, Supporting Secretary 

Judith Reweti  

AUCKLAND 

Committee Member 
mentoring@slianz.org.nz 
Portfolios: Mentoring, Complaints 

Procedure 

Tania Davidson  

WHANGAREI 

Committee Member 
fundraising@slianz.org.nz 
Portfolio: Fundraising 

Bridgette Strid 

WELLINGTON 

Committee Member  
bridgette.slianz@gmail.com 
Portfolios: Newsletter, Conference 

James Bichan 

AUCKLAND 

Committee Member  
jbichan@xtra.co.nz 
Portfolio: Working Conditions 

 

JUNE  2009 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

 JULY  2009 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       

AUGUST  2009 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
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